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An outdoor faith community in northeast Aurora

dedicated to connecting with and caring for creation!
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720-955-4799 (cell)
www.thelandaurora.org

A YEAR WORTH CELEBRATING!
As The Land approaches our first birthday on Saturday, June 22nd, it seems appropriate to take a moment to
name and celebrate all the work that has been done in 12 short months!

We installed a Little Library, dog park, canopy sanctuary (twice!), Port -a-Potty and composting station. We spread
a lot of mulch, rescued some cactus and spread one million seeds. We blessed dogs and a hedgehog, baptized our
first child and mourned our first loss. We preached at 24 churches and raised $53,749 in pledges. We held our first
fundraiser and officiated our first dog funeral. We went caroling, baked cookies, carved pumpkins, and painted a

SAVE THE DATES!

wooden spool altar. We had a dog Christmas pageant and an Easter sunrise service. We received final approval of
SUNDAY, AUGUST 4TH @6PM BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

our civil plans from the City of Aurora and we were featured on a Channel 7 news story. We held a 4 -day winter

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5TH @10AM BLESSING OF THE PETS

retreat and offered three 6-week sessions of Path small groups. We spoke to neighbors and connected with community organizers. We reminded people that church is not a building and that our work together has only begun.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH @10AM PUPPY CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

We collected 12 months of stories, some happy and some sad, each story granting us wisdom to regroup and refine our vision for The Land. And, for the arrival at each of these milestones, we want to thank YOU! Without your
prayers, presence and pledges, there's no way we would've made it through!
The Land preaching tour continues as Pastor Stephanie hits the road, sharing stories of struggle
and celebration from The Land's first year of life:
June 23rd: Johnstown UMC
July 7th: Covenant DTC
July 14th: Littleton UMC
July 28th: Hope UMC

Happy Birthday to The Land!
Saturday, June 22nd at 10am
On Saturday, June 22nd The Land celebrates one year of gathering to connect with and care for creation! We are inviting everyone to join us for a celebration service at 10am followed by a community
luncheon at 11:00am! Friendly dogs are always welcome. We will have games for children and a make
your own kite station for kids of all ages. There will be a homemade cookie baking contest with prizes open to anyone who would like to participate!

Text-to-Give

Donate Online

Mail Your Donation

Text the dollar amount you would
like to donate to:

Set up a one-time or monthly donation on our secure online giving platform at:

Checks payable to The Land can be
mailed to:

720-336-5891
and follow the prompts !

www.thelandaurora.org
by clicking on our “Donate” button.

The Land P.O. Box 3672
Littleton, Colorado 80161-3672

Summer Schedule Change: Worship Gatherings at The Land
July and August
Worship Gatherings moved to Sundays at 6pm

Beginning on Sunday, July 7th, we will be moving our weekly worship gatherings to 6pm on Sunday
evenings! The Sunday 6pm worship schedule will continue for the months of July and August!

Summer Sunday night worship gatherings will be followed by a community meal. Stay tuned for more
details regarding the dinners and activities for each Summer Sunday evening!

“Churches that will be thriving 20 years from
now are those willing to make terrifying decisions today. ”
-Rev Cynthia Weems

Save the Date
Blessing of the Backpacks
If adaptation is the key to success, then The Land is sure to succeed! After reviewing several bids to complete a small portion of our initial development, The Land will be reallocating their time and financial resources into a new temporary project list defining physical development on The
Land over the next three years. This adjustment circumvents a costly and lengthy construction project. Instead, the temporary project list implements affordable improvements while avoiding a lengthy interruption to onsite programming. Such an interruption in programming would severely dampen The Land’s momentum during a critical time of growth. The installation of a temporary labyrinth, fire pit, picnic tables, benches
and pathways will immediately increase the utilization of our property for overnight camping, gardening, conservation education, summer
camps and worship gatherings.

In addition to the adaptation in our property development plan, The Land has also adopted an updated organizational structure. This new
structure retains the legal responsibilities of the Board while merging the Board of Directors and Launch team into a collective work group
called The Land Leadership Team. The Leadership Team will now includes three sub-teams responsible for financial oversight, fundraising and
temporary property development. This restructure allows the pastoral leadership to focus primarily on community partnerships, programming
and communications.

A final development worth sharing is the evolution of a funding plan. The Land’s funding plan will function as a roadmap to financial sustainability for the 3 years after the initial denominational grant runs out in July of 2020. By diversifying income streams, The Land’s funding plan provides a foundation from which to grow. From July 2020 to July 2023, the bulk of The Land’s operational budget, which averages $110,000 a year,
will be offset from funds in The Land’s short-term investment account, a final grant from the Mountain Sky Conference, and revenue generated
from the mission program. The remaining $50,000/year needed to sustain the ministry in its current form will come from a combination of
monthly pledges, major gifts and financial contributions made to specific fundraising campaigns. These projections are based on newly formed
annual trends which reflect an average of $25,000 pledge income plus one major gift of $10,000—$25,000. It is the culmination of these contributions that not only sustains The Land’s work, but also communicate to The Land that this is a work worth doing.

Sunday, August 4th at 6pm
As our children gear up to return to school, The Land welcomes kids of all ages to
bring their backpacks for a special blessing!

The Land cordially invites you to their Annual Fundraiser

The Land is preparing to welcome several mission groups this summer!

"Sharing a Year of Stories"

Broomfield UMC Middle School Youth Group: June 28 -29
McFarlin UMC Student Ministry Group: July 22 -25

Sierra Restaurant, Lone Tree, CO
Thursday, June 27th
4pm to 7pm

Hope UMC Youth Group: August 2-3
If you would like to schedule your group for a day or overnight experience, please contact Pastor Stephanie at
stephanie@thelandumc.org or 720 -955-4799.

RSVP required to Stephanie@thelandumc.org

Margaritas. Beer. Appetizers.

At last year’s launch fundraiser we raised just over $23,000 to launch a worshipping community that redefined what it meant to be a church. This year we gather to share a year of stories and to ask for your
financial support as we launch our mission group program at The Land. This summer, three youth
groups will be participating in a pilot mission group program offering hands -on learning experiences
that link the practice of caring for creation with our call to discipleship. Funds raised at this year's an-

nual fundraiser will be used to expand our summer staffing and increase infrastructure to meet the
growing demand for The Land's summer mission program!

Did you know connecting with and caring for Creation is an important part of living as a person of
faith? At The Land, we gather to learn how small changes can make a big difference in caring for creation! This summer, groups of all ages and sizes are heading to northeast Aurora for an outdoor,
overnight mission experience reconnecting us to our call to care for creation. Participants learn the
spiritual practice of composting in the promise land of the prairie as they gain a hands -on understanding that, no matter what we think of ourselves or the different places in the world around us,
God doesn't throw anything away. Grab your water bottle, sunscreen and work gloves and get ready
to discover that God uses even the dirtiest, smelliest, stickiest things to make something beautiful
when we are willing to work together to plant something new.

